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A LAWYER’S OPINION OF AN INSURANCE AGENT 








On the train, one evening, a lawyer introduced a business man to an agent of a prominent life insurance com- 
pany. Afterward, in speaking of the agent, the lawyer said: 


“It is a pity that there are not more insurance agents like that man. He is well informed as to his business, his 
own company and other companies; is able and willing to reply intelligently to inquiries made by his customers 
and prospects, and his statements can be relied upon absolutely, whether the facts are favorable to him or not.” 


EVERY AGENT SHOULD PRE 


PARE HIMSELF 


so that he shall deserve an equally strong commendation. Knowledge is power. 


OUR EDUCATION \L PUBLICATIONS ARE PREPARED TO MEET THE AGENTS’ NEEDS 


Send 10 cents for Catalogue of Insurance Works, or state the class of information desired. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
Insurance Exchange 


PUBLISHERS 


135 William Street 
NEW YORK 
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AMICABLE LIFE BUILDING 
22 Stories Hich.—Owned without Debt by 
AMICABLE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


WACO, TEXAS, U.S. A. 


Anrzmas R. Roserts, Founder, President & Actuary 
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AMICABLE 


Life Insurance Co. 
WACO, TEX. 





This Man Must Be 











$1,000,000 Deoosited with 





I inanced 





the State Treasurer of Texas 





Insurance in force De- 
cember 31st, 1916.... $16,130,362.00 
Gain during year 1916. 2,702,566.00 
Insurance written dur- 


0¢ 


| 4,541,716.00 

Gain over 1915....... 2,387,782 .00 
Admitted Assets Decem- 

ber 31st, 1916........  2,663,804.74 


Gain during year 1916. 214,031.51 


Policyholders Reserves 
December 31st, 1916. 905,626.48 
Gain during year 1916. 196,396.00 


Total Agency Balances 














December 31st, 1916. . 8,446.68 


Actual to Expected Mor- 
tality during 1916.... 29.6% 


It is believed that the Amicable Life 
has made a new record for a company 
less than seven years old in having in 
force December 31st, 1916, $16,130,362 S 
of paid-for insurance, and at the same 
time having gained $107,340.30 in sur- 
plus, in addition to the total surplus 
originally paid to the company by the 
stockholders. Four 


ARTEMAS R. ROBERTS, President 
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Sowing Winter Wheat in the Southwest for the 1918 Crop 





COTT & BLACKMER 


FARM MORTGAGES 
Texas and Oklahoma 


Offices in Oklahoma Five Offices in Texas 
Home Office: HOBART, OKLAHOMA 
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Interest Tables for Small Loans 


Recognized by bankers and others as of great value in readily solving 
the interest problems arising in connection with . 


Instalment Purchases of the Liberty Loan. 


Designed especially for money-lending agencies dealing with 
small amounts. 


Among the tables embraced in this book are those showing interest 
at 1, 1%, 2, 2%, 3 and 344%, per month on sums of 50 cents to $300 
for 1 to 30 days. 


Also for monthly and total interest at above rates for 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 
months on loans repayable in equal monthly instalments and Formule 
for calculating interest and Discount on Loans Repaid in * 


Regular Instalments. 


Approved by numerous organizations and State officials. 


Prices: 
Single copy $4.00 50-copies ($3.30) } $165.06 
25 copies (3.60) 90.00 100 copies ($3.00) 300.00 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
OFFICE F 135 WILLIAM STREET 
aces el Publishers NEW YORK 





“The Leading Fire Insurance Company of America” 


Ww. B. Crark, President 


Vice-Presidents, 
Henry E. REES A. N. WILLIAMS 


E. J. SLoan, Secretary. 
Assistant Secretaries, 
E. S. ALLEN Guy E. BEARDSLEY RavpH B. Ives 


W. F. WuitTELsEy, Marine Vice-President. 
R. E. Stronacn, Marine Secretary. 








Michigan Commercial 


Insurance Company 
Lansing, Michigan 
ASSETS. SURPLUS 
January 1, 1913......$862,447.34 $156,321.92 
January 1, 1914 920,961.16 181,374.66 
January 1, 1915 935,693.93 200,120.21 
January 1, 1916... 1,020,369.41 211,057.76 
January 1, 1917....1,178,606.04 212,242.99 


Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Tourist Baggage, Parcel Post Insurance 














The Acid Test for Strength, 
Liberality, Service and Low Cost 


places 





L/L\ 
IFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 


high on the list 


CAPABLE AGENTS WANTED 




















The FRANKFORT 
GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY 


United States Department, 123 William St., New York, N. Y. 


TRUSTEES} 


Union Trust Co. of New York, 80 Broadway, New York City 


CASUALTY INSURANCE 


AGENTS WANTED FOR UNOCCUPIED TERRITORY 











Liberal renewal contracts for good producers 
of business. For full particulars write: 


Southland Life Insurance Co. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
HARRY L. SEAY, President 


L. LINZMEYER, Vice=Pres. and Actuary 
A. S. Doerr, Vice=President 
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Tue SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to nearly one million annually, aver- 
aging 17,500 weekly. These standard publica- 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 
by any other insurance journal. 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to promoting the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 
rice for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 
our Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
eign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entered at the New York Post Office as Second-Class Matter. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J. Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 
135 WILLIAM STREET, NEw York 
Telephone, John 281, John 232 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 531 


Sele Selling Agents in America for the publications 
of Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England. 


Copyright, 1917, by The Spectator Company, New York 
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USINESS men all over the country 

are watching with especial interest 
the developments in New York city in 
connection with the mayoralty election 
next week. For the past four years John 
P. Mitchel, assisted by most able aides, 
has given that city the most practical and 
most efficient government in its history. 
Through the efforts of the various depart- 
ments the city has been made a cleaner, 
healthier and safer place to live in than 
ever before. Department heads have co- 
operated heartily with business men in 
making improvements in everything that 
pertains to the facilitating of commerce, 
manufacture and trade, as well as to the 
conservation of the health and lives of 
the community as a whole. In view of 
all that has been accomplished it is not 
surprising that the candidacy of Mayor 
Mitchel for re-election is endorsed by 
practically the entire body of business 
men of the greatest metropolitan city of 
the Western Hemisphere. Other issues 
_ have been involved in the campaign which 
| but serve to emphasize the fact that, as 
"in the city, the affair of one is the affair 
' Of all, so it is in the nation. As a repre- 
sentative of the great business of insur- 
' ance, the biggest exponents of which are 
located in the city of New York, this 
j Paper is of the opinion that the highest 
| interests of the city will be best served 
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by the re-election of Mr. Mitchel, who 
has given ample proof of his ability to 
promote, without fear or favor, the wel- 
fare of New York, which is irrevocably 
bound up with that of the nation. 





N unforunate incident occurred last 

week when Champ Clark, Speaker 
in the House of Representatives, made a 
charge in a careless manner to the effect 
that the Liberty Loan was in the hands 
of a “ring of New York financiers.” Mr. 
Clark later took back his charge, but 
much damage had already been done. 
The success of the loan was in no small 
measure due to the untiring efforts of 
the financial men of New York and 
other cities of the East, who gave freely 
of their time and influence to the Gov- 
ernment. The results of their work are 
shown in the fact that about 2,500,000 
persons in the New York Federal Re- 
serve District subscribed approximately 
$1,650,000,000 to the loan. Mr. Clark is 
a man whose position is regarded as one 
of authority, and his voice has a great 
deal of influence with thousands of 
people in this country and abroad. In 
the interests of our national welfare he 
cannot afford to make careless remarks 
which later have to be rescinded for lack 
of substantiation by facts. This is one 
of the characteristics of the professional 
politician so common in American legis- 
lative bodies. These persons are ready 
at all times and on all occasions to appeal 
to the “peepul” by rapping business in- 
terests—business—the root of all our ills 
and troubles ; and if that is crippled, then 
the “peepul” will be happy and content! 





HE Insurance Commissioner of Iowa 
criticises the action of the Legisla- 

ture of that State in repealing this year 
the law of 1915, which vested in the Com- 
missioner authority to declare the pre- 
mium rate for fire insurance on any par- 
ticular risk or class of risks “unreason- 
able,” and to require the substitution 
therefor of a “reasonable” rate. He also 
directs attention to certain rate increases 
which have lately gone into effect, and 
whose justness or reasonableness cannot 
now be investigated or passed upon by 
the Insurance Commissioner. The in- 
ference to be drawn from the statement 
issued by the Insurance Department is 
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that the increased rates are deemed un- 
justifiably high. Consulting records of 
the business of stock companies in Iowa 
in recent years, it is found that the aver- 
age loss ratios have been 63.6 per cent 
in 1912; 77.9 per cent in 1913; 66.4 per 
cent in 1914; 71.9 per cent in 1915, and 
64.5 per cent in 1916. As it is generally 
recognized that a loss ratio of 55 per 
cent of premiums is the highest which 
will permit the insurance companies to 
derive a fair net profit from their under- 
writing transactions, it is clear that in the 
last five years fire underwriting in lowa 
has been a losing game for the companies. 
In all fairness, they would appear to be 
entitled to take such action as is neces- 
sary to place their business upon a rea- 
sonably profitable level. 





NSURANCE companies of all kinds 
are deeply interested in the welfare 
of the railroads of the country, inasmuch 
as large amounts of railroad securities 
are held by the insurance companies as 
investments. During the past few 
months the railroad rate situation has 
become a problem that is beginning to 
take on the qualities of a puzzle. It must 
be solved and at no far-distant time, as 
the railroad companies are facing ruin 
unless relief is afforded. It is the duty 
of the agents and the policyholders of 
life insurance companies to mobilize their 
forces at this time and bring pressure 
for an immediate advance in railroad 
tariffs, in order that there may be no 
default in interest on securities now heid 
to protect millions of dollars in outstand- 
ing insurance contracts. 





LOTS to burn or otherwise destroy 
food supplies in this country caused 
a great increase in the precautions against 
such crimes to be taken early this week. 
The warning was sent out by the Federal 
Food Administrator and prompt steps 
were taken to safeguard meats, grains, 
etc., from danger of attack by enemies or 
their sympathizers. When it is consid- 
ered how relatively easy it is to bring 
about the destruction of vast quantities 
of necessary materials, it is evident that 
too great care cannot be exercised in the 
application of efficient protective meas- 
ures, 
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THE SUICIDE RECORD OF 1916 





Decrease in Rate of Self-Destruction During the Past Year 
EXPERIENCE IN LEADING CITIES 


Some Localities Show Slight Increase—Influence of the War and 
Weather on Suicide Rate 


BY FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 


The suicide record for 1916 indicates the profound influence of the 
war by a relatively material reduction over former years. The reduc- 
tion in the rate, however, is most pronounced in the communities with 
rates normally below the general average for American cities and least 
pronounced in the communities in which the degree of suicidal fre- 
quency has for many years been decidedly excessive. In the cities hav- 
ing a rate of less than 10 per 100,000 of population the average rate 
during 1916 was 7.5, against an average of 11.7 during the five years 
ending with 1915, a decrease of 4.2 per 100,000, equivalent to 35.9 per 
cent. In cities having a rate of 10 to 20 per 100,000 the average rate 
during 1916 was 16.1, against 18.1 during the preceding five years, or a 
reduction of 2.0 per 100,000, equivalent to 11.0 per cent. In cities having 
a rate in excess of 20 per 100,000 during 1916 the average rate was 26.0 
per 100,000, against 27.1 during the preceding five years, the reduction 
having been 1.1 per 100,000, equivalent to 4.1 per cent. 

The marked reduction in the rate of suicidal frequency in communi- 
ties with a normally low rate of suicide occurrence may safely be 
attributed to the direct effect of profound social and economic changes 
in consequence of the war. The effect of such changes in the neutral 
countries of Europe became early apparent, as shown by the returns for 
the year 1915, which, in the case of Denmark and Switzerland, show a 
reduction from the average for the preceding five years. For Denmark 
the rate for 1915 was 17.6 per 100,000, against 18.6 in 1914; and 19.1 during 
1909-1913. In the Netherlands the rate during 1915 was 6.1 per 100,000, 
against 6.0 during 1914, and 6.5 during the five years ending with 1913. 
The rate for Switzerland during 1915 was 21.5 per 100,000, against 24.3 
during 1914, and 23.4 during the five years ending with 1913. 


STATISTICS OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 


Outside of the neutral countries of Europe the only returns avail- 
able are for England and Wales. The rate for 1915 was only 8.4 per 
100,000, against 10.1 during 1914, but during the preceding five years the 
rate was 9.9. The English rate has been gradually falling since 1909, 
having reached a previous minimum of 9.6 per 100,000 during 1913, sub- 
sequent to which there was a rise to 10.1 during 1914, but a decline to 
8.4 during 1915. 

The corresponding data for the Province of Ontario, Canada, are of 
interest as indicating that during the last three years for which the 
information is available the rate was lowest during 1915, or 5.3 per 
100,000, against 5.5 during 1914 and 6.3 during 1913. 

Comparing these results with the American experience for 1916, 
it appears that the rate was only 17.6 per 100,000 in the latter, or the 
lowest on record since 1906. During 1915 the average rate for 100 
American cities was 20.2 per 100,000, and during 1914 it was 20.7. The 
marked reduction in the rate during 1916 may safely, and in a large 
measure, be attributed to the war. 

As evidence partly confirming this conclusion, reference may be made 
to the interesting fact that the rate of business failures during 1916 was 
the lowest on record for the last three years, or only 10.0 per 1000 
business concerns, against 13.2 during 1915 and 11.0 during 1914. 

The increase or decrease in the rate for the year 1916 is shown 
in accompanying Table I, together with the average rates for the five-year 
period ending with 1915. 


SPECIFIC RATES ANALYZED 


According to this table the suicide rate during 1916 increased in 
thirty-three cities over the rate prevailing during the preceding five- 
year average, while in sixty-seven cities there was a decrease of more 
or less importance. One of the most interesting facts brought out by 
the preceding table is the significant rise in the suicide rate of Bridge- 
port, Conn., which during recent years has become a most important 
center of the ammunition industry. The Bridgeport rate during 1916 was 
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TABLE I. 
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CoMPARATIVE MoRTALITY FROM SUICIDE 1N 100 AmerIcAN Citizs, 1901-1916. 
RaTE PER 100,000 oF POPULATION 








CITIEs. 





San Diese, Cals... ss. c.0 ees 
San Francisco, Cal..........- 
Sacramento, Cal.. 
Bridgeport, Conn...........- 
Tos mueles, Calo. <ccisseccee 
Indianapolis, Ind..........-- 
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Williamsport, Pa... <2... <.-. 
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eS TS i Se 
RIE, INSTR 56-0. 610 65-6 ce: 00 
ROVRACUBE IN Wo:s.6, 5.0510 6-6:0 8 sere 
New Bedford, Mass.........-. 
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Toledo, 'O...... 

Cleveland, O 
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Sut crio te A || er a 
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DIFFERENCE IN THE 


1916 RATE TO THAT 


OF 1911-1915 





1901-1905] 1906-1910] 1911-1915) 1916 Actual. | Percent. 
40.4 73.8 51.0 75.0 +24.0 47.1 
57.5 44.8 49.1 49.6 ~~ 6 1.0 
22.4 36.5 35.5 35.9 + 36 a 
15.6 27.4 33.7 35.7 + 2.0 5.9 
10.5 22.5 21.9 32.9 +11.0 50.2 
28.7 30.8 33.5 29.6 — 3.9 11.6 
13.8 25.6 26.1 29.1 + 3.0 11.5 
27.4 31.6 35.7 27.9 — 7.8 21.8 
15.2 20.5 24.6 27.5 + 2.9 11.8 
20.5 12:7 13.4 27.2 +13.8 | 103.0 
8.3 24.3 31.9 24.3 — 7.6 23.8 
16.9 22.3 23.1 24.2 Sm ve 4.8 
22.2 32.0 Si.1 26.7 — 7.4 23.8 
4.7 13.5 10.3 23.7 +13.4 130.1 
34.6 35.4 29.2 23.3 — 5.9 20.2 
124 19.0 20.5 22.2 + 1.7 8.3 
18.8 22.7 21.7 22.1 = ‘Ss 
14.1 12.0 20.3 21.8 “- L.5 7.4 
6.0 oT 16.1 21.2 + 5.1 31.7 
23.2 21.1 23.3 20.9 = 24 10.3 
16.1 20.6 21.5 20.9 — 6 2.8 
16.6 18.7 19.5 20. + 10 5.1 
12.0 17.5 20.7 19.9 =~ 38 3.9 
5.5 15.0 15.9 19.7 + 3.8 23.9 
7.4 13.4 16.9 19.6 “- S 16.0 
22.8 30.7 33.3 19.6 —13.7 41.1 
15.4 14.0 19.1 19.4 + 23 1.6 
11.9 17.4 20.8 19.0 — 8 8.7 
14.9 15.9 15.3 19.0 + 3.7 24.2 
12.2 20.6 22.5 18.9 — 3.6 16.0 
11.7 11.6 15.0 18.8 + 3.8 25.3 
we 16.0 16.6 18.6 + 2.0 12.0 
28.1 20.2 ied 18.6 = 6.1 
19.1 20.4 22.1 18.4 — 3.0 16.7 
10.6 20.2 18.9 18.1 — § 4.2 
18.9 20.9 29.2 17.7 coos 39.4 
14.6 21.6 20.0 17.6 — 2.4 12.0 
12.6 15.7 16.8 17.2 + .4 2.4 
13.2 14.9 11.9 a7 2 + 5.3 44.5 
20.9 19.7 18.6 17.0 —— te 8.6 
15.6 22.3 27.5 17.0 —10.5 38.2 
6.0 11.3 13.9 17.0 oh 23 
24.2 19.8 17.6 16.6 — £0 5.7 
13.0 8.7 14.8 16.4 + 1.6 10.8 
13.8 173 17.2 16.3 = 20 5.2 
12,2 16.3 18.9 15.8 — 3.1 16.4 
22.8 22.8 18.5 15.8 — 2.7 14.6 
8.3 10.0 10.4 15.6 + 5.2 50.0 
22.9 31.4 a8:3 15.5 —12.8 45.2 
14.3 25:1 20.7 15.4 — 5.3 25.6 
25.5 29.0 28.0 15.3 —12.7 45.4 
10.0 8.7 17.2 15.2 — 2.0 11.6 
13.8 16.8 17.0 15.2 — 1.8 10.6 
13.6 24.5 24.8 15.2 — 9.6 38::7 
7.5 381 16.0 15.1 — 9 5.6 
11.3 15.8 13.5 15.0 + 1.5 41.1 
16.9 28.3 18.6 14.7 — 3.9 21.0 
16.0 15.1 19.2 14.0 —5.2 21 
14.3 20.3 47-3 14.0 — 3.2 18.6 
25.0 24.1 18.9 13.5 — 5.4 28.6 
12.4 10.8 15.5 13.5 — 2.0 12.9 
14.8 24.0 18.3 13.4 —49 26.8 
15.8 8.4 11.9 13.3 + 1.4 Hs 
13/4 18.2 18.6 13.1 — 5.5 29.6 
16.3 21.2 17.2 13.1 — 4.1 23:8 
8.5 14.3 12.5 13.1 + .6 4.8 
14.6 9.1 11.4 12.9 + 1.5 13.2 
7.6 10.2 8.7 12.4 + 3.7 42.5 
10.5 19.5 12.5 12.0 — 5 4.0 
bier, 17.5 24.3 11.9 —12.4 51.0 
11.2 13.9 16.0 11.8 — 4.2 26.3 
8.0 16.9 | 20.9 11.7 | —9.2| 44.0 
12.1 19.2 | 15.7 11.4 — 4.3 27.4 
26.0 21.8 33.3 11:3 —11.0 49.3 
6.8 10.7 10.8 10.7 — 1 0.9 
16.3 18.0 18.7 10.6 — 8.1 43.3 
16.7 15.1 14.2 10.4 — 3.8 26.8 
17.8 19.6 14.1 10.1 —4.0| 28.4 
9.3 16.1 13.2 10.1 — 3.1 23.5 
8.1 15.3 15.6 10.0 — 5.6 35.8 
18.7 18.8 19.5 10.0 — 9.5 48.7 
11.9 10.6 10.4 9.2 — 1.2 11.5 
29.5 21.7 25.0 9.2 —15.8 63.2 
7.8 9.6 | 7.9 8.9 + 1.0 12.7 
13.5 13.7 | 41:3 8.5 — 2.7 24.1 
5.5 12.9 | 15.9 8.5 —7.4 46.5 
8.0 10.0 14.9 $23 — 6.6 44.3 
10.7 12.8 | 12.9 7.9 | —5.0| 38.8 
8.4 $2 | dies 7.8 | —4.0] 33.9 
9.8 1278 |) 77 7.0 — .7 9.1 
test ry Gan Wes 6.9 — 1.7 19.7 
tt .2 11.3 | 9 6.8 —1.1 13.9 
8.0 9.8 | 11.3 6.8 — 4.5 39.8 
12.8 13.3 | 10.9 6.5 — 4.4 40.4 
9.2 10.1 | 43:1 6.4 — 5.7 47.1 
1.5 5.4 | 10.9 6.0 — 4.9 45.0 
5.8 St | Jes 5.7 —1.1 16.2 
10.1 10.8 12.0 5.6 — 6.4 53.3 
6.7 8.9 | 7.0 4.4 — 2.6 37.1 
4.2 69 | “Re 3:3 — 4.4 57.1 
17.9 19.6 20.1 17.6 — 2.5 12.4 

















178 


194 


yea 
var 
by 

foll 
ern 


Atlar 

Balti 
Birm: 
Char! 
Charl 
Galve 
Jacks 
Lexin 
Louis 
Mem; 
Mobi 
Mont 
Nash\ 
New | 
Norfo 
Richn 
San A 
Savan 
Washi 
Wilmi 


latio. 





ay 


5 


20 ty OO WMWOWDWUANWOROM 


ae Se eee Ss ee Se 6 ke e *8 S 


RS OT He OO ‘ 
‘bo WDM ONAURSENHATHOWONNARKOTOR NOUS 


a 
HA 
DAM OKHAUAAKLPANOR 


w 
ee) 


w 
an 
GN OO © A 


- 
co 


wo 
| te Oe WOON SOWA UIN ANWR WDWOWROW 


November 1, i917 


the fifth highest out of 100 American cities, or 32.9 per 100,000 of popu- 
lation, against an average of 17.6 per 100,000 for all of the cities con- 
sidered as a group. The Bridgeport rate during 1916 increased 11.0 per 
100,000 of population, or 50.2 per cent. It, of course, is possible that 
the rate for 1916 is not entirely trustworthy in view of the serious dif- 
ficulty of estimating accurately the present population. It may, how- 
ever, be said in this connection that the actual number of suicides in 
Bridgeport increased from thirty in 1915 to forty in 1916. 

Among other cities showing a marked increase in the suicide rate 
during the year are: San Diego, Cal.; Orange, N. J.; and Williamsport, 
Pa. In each of these cities the increase in the rate was in excess of 12.5 
per 100,000 of population. The rate decreased considerably in Springfield, 
Ill.; Seattle, Wash.; Denver and Pueblo, Cal.; and in Reading, Pa. 

Table II exhibits the number of suicides in 100 American cities for 
each of the years 1901 to 1916, and in addition thereto the estimated 
population, the suicide rate per 100,000, and the corresponding rate of 
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average of 20.1 for all American cities during the five years ending with 
1915; and only 5.7 per 100,000 for the colored population of the South- 
ern cities, with, however, a range from a maximum of 16.2 per 100,000 for 
Galveston, Tex., to a minimum of 0.6 for Charleston, S. C. 


RELATION OF SUICIDE RATE TO SIZE OF CITY 


The local suicide rate is furthermore affected by the size of cities, 
as shown in the table below, which gives separately the returns for 73 
cities having a population of less than 250,000, and 27 cities having a 
population of 250,000 and over. In the group of relatively small cities 
the average rate for 1916 showed a decrease of 2.1 per 100,000 of popula- 
tion, or 11.5 per cent, against a decrease of 2.7 per 100,000, or 13.0 per 
cent in the group of large cities. There was, therefore, apparently no 
significant difference in the relative decline in the two groups of cities, 
the correlation being decidedly more pronounced in the case of cities, as 


business failures per 1000 concerns as reported by R. G. Dun & Co. 


TABLE II. 
Surcipes 1n 100 AMErican CirttEs, 1901-1916, 


previously stated, with a suicide rate persistently below the normal. The 
analysis in detail is given in the following table: 


TABLE IV. 
































SvuIciwEs 1n 100 AMERICAN CITIES By S1zE, 1906-1916. DeatH Rates Per 100,000 









































a oF PoPULATION 
Rate per Business a = 
; A 100,000 of Failures per . 
Population Suicides Population 1,000 Concerns Decrease in the 
tate to that 
17,256,085 2,726 15.8 9.0 1906-1910 1911-1915 1916 of 1911-1915 
17,753,372 3,015 17.0 9.3 7 ees = 
18,250,691 3,357 18.4 9.4 Size of Cities | No.of} |. ss 
18,748,238 3,587 19.1 9.2 in 1916 Cities | Suicides | Rate | Suicides | Rate | Suicides |} Rate | Actual } Percent 
19,273,313 3,629 18.8 8.5 
19,860,534 3,404 17.1 7.7 Under 250,000...| 73 4,320 16.5 | 5,388 18.3 | 1,045 16.2 2.1 11.5 
20,447,771 3,886 19.0 8.3 
21,034,949 4,557 21.7 10.8 250,000 and over. 27 16,340 20.7 | 18,664 20.7 3,480 18.0 2.7 13.0 
21,622,197 4,441 20.5 8.7 Average for 100 
22,196,069 4,372 19.7 8.4 CRE eee 100 | 20,660 | 19.6 | 24,052 | 20.1 | 4,525 17.6 | 2.5 12.4 
22,752,073 4,654 20.5 8.8 
LO) 0 Rees See ey 23,368,285 4,546 19.5 9.9 
1 OE See eee ire 23,932,380 4,706 20.9 9.9 ; i i i ba 
dela 24°485°050 5.073 20:7 11.0 A more interesting and conclusive statement of the geographical in 
Or eer er 25,074,199 5,073 20.2 13.2 cidence of suicide is presented in the following table, according to which 
1916. ....... +00. 25,756,428 +020 17.6 10.0 the rate decreased in every section of the country, but actually and rela- 
Ug) || eee 91,281,699 16,314 17.9 9.1 tively the decrease was most pronounced in the group of cities of the 
1906-1910............. 105,161,520 20,660 19.6 8.8 ‘ 
ir yy C7 Fa a ane te 119,611,987 24,052 20.1 10.6 Rocky Mountain States: 
TABLE V. 
According to this table the suicide rate for 1916 was only 17.6 per GEOGRAPHICAL INCIDENCE OF SUICIDES IN THE UNITED STATES, 
100,000, which is less than the corresponding rate for any previous year 1006-2006. 


since 1901, with the exception of 1902 and 1906. Regardless of an esti- 
mated increase in the population of the 100 cities under review, equiv- 
alent to nearly three-quarters of a million, there was an actual de- 
crease in the number of reported suicides, from 5073 in 1915 to 4525 in 
1916. The decrease, as previously intimated, in all probability is chiefly 
attributable to the social and economic changes in consequence of the 
war. 

The average suicide rate for 100 American cities during the five- 
years ending with 1915 was 20.1 per 100,000 of population. The local 
variations in the rate for different cities are, in a measure, determined 
by the racial composition of the population, as best shown by the table 
following, which gives in detail the suicide returns of twenty South- 
ern cities by color: 

TABLE III. 
Suricipes 1n Twenty SouTHERN CITIES, By CoLor, 1911-1915. 














WHITE COLORED 

Rate per Rate per 

No. of 100,000 of No. of 100,000 of 

CITIES Suicides Population Suicides Population 
PUNE GO cook ete ccemenesa cs 120 20.7 15 5.2 
ARR REE dk Conv ce slenoorewwe 517 21.2 27 6.2 
BivUR, AUB... 8 bn en wn mace eno’ 90 18.8 13 4.2 
RU COC Et 2 ae eee ae 22 15.5 1 0.6 
CHARON GS. 6 ioc vee see siccs cane 15 12.3 2 3.2 
ain oi ic coal enecase side's sie so 63 40.8 7 16.2 
PROM MEEEONINES UN. cats. «  s)oceie & Sara 'alets 69 41.3 3 1.8 
MOM MD 0/010 oc 6 eo Boi sscte 0 are 47 35.9 6 10.2 
Louisville, ME oa ia yds hdd eee ee coe 225 23.6 8 3.8 
Memphis, Tenn 129 30.4 24 8.7 
LS eee ere 28 18.4 4 3.3 
Montgomery, Ala.............00+2 21 20.7 4 3.9 
IMMUN RONIR (6 nkcoekass vacncs 79 20.6 17 9.1 
GW ORME LO ass cccverseccecese 276 21.1 31 6.6 
MORERNN UGE sc ois. cub ws tia ne cscs ee Se 72 27.0 5 3.2 
MIGHGNE! WOl. cv deieree cS vaseccens 91 21.0 11 4.4 
DOANE ROK; <ccccc cs soces-senes 142 28.8 1 1.6 
MUON Chl fos <r ices civew enone 38 23.2 2 £2 
Wachingtane BD @.. os s0cccs ces vos 353 28.4 49 9.9 
WiaaTBtaT DO asic kcccess oweeee es 60 14.7 3 6.5 
WEE Sais ono ents caameees 2457 23.3 233 5.7 




















According to this table the average suicide rate of the white popu- 
lation in Southern cities was 23.3 per 100,000 of population, against an 


Rates PER 100,000 oF PopuLaTION. 






































DECREASE IN THE 
1906-1910 1911-1915 1916 RATE TO THAT OF 
No. of 1911-15 
Cities 
Suicides ; Rate | Suicides | Rate | Suicides |Rate | Actual | Percent. 
Eastern Cities....... 55 9,518) 17.1 10,300} 16.4 1,912} 14.3} -—2.1]} 12.8 
Central Cities....... 19 6,481) 21.6 7,906; 23.1 1,541) 21.1] —2.0 8.7 
Southern Cities......} 14 1,832] 17.2 2,056| 17.7 381} 15.7] —2.0} 11.3 
Rocky Mtn. Cities. . . 3 434) 26.5 518} 26.4 65; 15.0) —11.4) 43.2 
Pacific Coast Cities... 9 2,395| 33.3 3,272| 34.4 626} 28.5} —5.9| 17.2 
100 American Cities. .| 100 20,660} 19.6) 24,052) 20.1 4,525) 17.6] —2.5| 12.4 
| 











The geographical distribution of suicidal frequency in correlation to 
social, economic and weather conditions has not as yet been made the 
subject of a qualified statistical inquiry. The indications are that a 
strictly scientific investigation would disclose facts of considerable prac- 
tical importance to those interested or concerned with the methods and 
means of suicide prevention, than which there is perhaps no more ne- 
glected, though decidedly promising, field of social reform. 


WEATHER INFLUENCE ON SUICIDE 


The correlation of suicide occurrence to season was some years 
ago made the subject of special consideration by Edwin Grant Dexter, 
in a treatise on ‘‘Weather Influences.” In the table below the monthly 
distribution of suicides in the United States registration area, during 
the five years ending with 1915, has been corrected for the varying 
lengths of the months, and it is shown that the maximum of suicides in 
this country occurs during the month of May, and the minimum during 
the month of December. The range is from 9.4 per cent of the total 
annual number during the month of May to 7.5 per cent during the month 
of December. By quarters of the year, the largest number of suicides 
occurs during the spring, or 27.8 per cent, and the smallest number 
during the autumn, or 23.3 per cent. The differences are hardly suf- 
ficiently pronounced to justify definite conclusions regarding the in- 
fluence of weather conditions, which, however, upon qualified analysis, 
would probably be found to concern only a portion of the annual number, 
and sufficiently so as to justify serious medical consideration. 
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Thursday 


TABLE IX. 


CoMPARATIVE NuMBER OF SuICIDES By MONTHS AND Seasons, UnitEep STATES 
REGISTRATION AREA, 1911-1915. 

























































































SvuIcIpEs IN THE Unitep States Army,* 1902-1916. 



























































U.S. Army OFFICERS ENLISTED MEN 
Percentage 
Suicid: ArT TSN. : Rate pert Rate pert Rate pert 
micides | Distribution Years ending No. of | 1000 Mean | No.of | 1000 Mean No. of |1000 Mean 
3,906 7.6 June 30th Suicides} Strength | Suicides} Strength Suicides | Strength 
4,028 7.8 
4,387 ' 
4748 aR Cs ee aR 52 0.59 5 1.42 47 0.55 
4794 9.4 Re se 44 0.60 3 0.79 41 0.58 
4.738 9.2 NEE eA 38 0.55 3 0.79 35 0.54 
4390 8.5 RODD ies occ ee 34 0.50 4 1.04 30 0.47 
4.182 8.1 MN i Giicc es wes 38 0.55 4 1.03 34 0.52 
4,319 8.4 11 RS ete 42 0.64 3 0.78 39 0.63 
4,044 7.9 NSIS Saranac es 37 0.54 1 0.26 36 0.56 
4,036 7.9 SN os 6:4. sa reesesepe 46 0.55 2 0.47 44 0.55 
3,843 75 WON oo ona 36 0.43 2 0.46 34 0.42 
: 316 omar 47 0.58 0 coat 47 0.61 
TRIE i ixind a os asepcrasa si easy eawipw nukes aan ita site is elec aa ieee 12,321 23. 1912............ 61 0.70 3 0.65 58 0.70 
+e a itn etabirah sauces Sabeasceabibath -eatewoms hese 14,280 7s 1913.........-4- 42 0.46 0 oes 42 0.48 
RN SS 2 o.u.5 esiucccad saul wie eB Winns SEIe AWE ob Rak ene eau Oe ee 12,891 25.0 1914............ 52 0.55 2 0.42 50 0.56 
NS icin unc ackeacacseakisuGepeuddauhaKaelemes weacanteen 11,923 23.3 1915............ 40 0.39 q 0.21 39 0.40 
SS Oe ae 65 0.62 6 1.23 59 0.59 
1002-1906........5.0020%. 206 0.56 19 1.01 187 0.54 
The frequency of suicide by age, sex and method requires no extended (eer 208 0.54 8 0.39 200 0.55 
discussion, but the usual tables, brought down to date, are included for 1912-1916............ 260 0.54 12 0.51 248 0.54 
nvenient reference. 
sania *Data from the Adjutant-General’s Reports. 
TABLE VII tRates based upon the Average Monthly Strength. 
E x - 
SuIcIDES IN THE UNITED STaTES REGISTRATION AREA BY AGE AND SEX, 1911-1915 TABLE X. 
SurcipEs IN THE Unitep States Navy, 1911-1915. 
PERSONS. MALEs. FEMALES. _ 
Rates Per 1,000 Average Complement. 
AGES Rate Rate Rate = 
at DEATH. No. Per {Percent} No. Per |Percent| No. Per | Percent | 
of | 100,000] Distri-| of | 100,000] Distri-| of | 100,000] Distri- ’ Navy AND MaRINE | OFFICERS ARTIFICERS 
Suicides.|of Pop-| bution.| Suicides.|of Pop-| bution.| Suicides.Jof Pop-| bution Years ending June 30th oe panes a 
ulation. ulation. ulation. Suicides Rate | Suicides Rate Suicides Rate 
LY ERR ee oe ei 22 .36 5 1.08 4 24 
BY) cawad) «eens By -Rsateall “esate | Race (ieee 1 16 26 0 0 6 34 
ie, it a, 2 ae * Seer | Mates 3 “| SE) (ana eel BORG aoe eae 14 21 1 a2 3 .16 
151 5 ‘3 78 i. ‘2 73 s 6 “Se eons thst ai 31 1 22 5 25 
1,898 6.3 3.7 825 5.5 2.1 1,073 7.2 9.0 1 SOEs eee eRe eer ae 21 31 1 .21 8 -41 
4,525) 14.3 8.8 2,898] 18.0 7.3 1,627] 10.6 | 13.7 
10,634] 19.4] 20.7 7,734, 26.8 | 19.6 2,900} 11.2] 24.3 I9M1-1915....... 0.2... eee 94 .29 Sh ss 26 -28 
10,640] 24.3 | 20.7 8,302) 36.0 | 21.0 2,338} 11.3] 19.6 : aaa 
10,356] 33.3] 20.1 8,516] 51.7 | 21.6 1,840] 12.6] 15.4 MISCELLANEOUS SEAMAN’S 
7,620} 40.9 | 14.8 6,398] 66.1 | 16.2 1,939; 13.7 | 10.3 Forcr BRancu 
3,886] 36.6 7.6 3,279] 61.8 8.3 607} 11.5 5.1 Te Pee 
75 and over... 1,512] 33.8 2.9 1,287] 60.7 3.3 225] 9.5 1.9 Suicides | Rate Suicides [ Rate 
-onne ; Cen 4 17 Sie ere : 
Unknown..... 191 4 7 a ° 64 ; 7 
Allages....... 51,415} 16.3 | 100.0 | 39,492] 24.2 | 100.0| 11,923] 7.8 | 100.0 z ~4 : 2 
5 26 10 42 
9 48 3 12 
TABLE VIII. 
SuicipEs IN THE Unitep States REGISTRATION AREA BY METHODS USED anp Sex, eS: S = = 
1911-1915. 
= The returns for the Army indicate a remarkable uniformity for the 
R last fifteen years as regards enlisted men, but a marked decrease in the 
PERSONS. MALES. FEMALES. : 
rate for officers. For the Navy the data are not available for the earlier 
METHOD Rate Rate Rate : 5 
F< armel No. lt a a, i iereesl Me. Per |Percent  e8F8, nor as yet for the year 1916; but it is suggestive that against an 
of | 100,000] Distri-} of | 100,000) Distri-} _ of 100,000} Distri- average of 0.51 per 1000 of mean strength for officers in the Army, the 
nendais ~baeg eaees wena when on een m hea bution. rate for officers in the Navy and Marine Corps should have been only 
- 0.35 per 1000 average complement. The rates for artificers, miscellaneous 
By firearms...| 15,479] 4.9] 30.1 14,120) 8.7] 35.8 1,359 SO") Dice , 
By poison..... 14,020] 4.4] 27.3 8,894, 5.5 | 22.5 5,126} 3.3] 43.0 force and the seaman’s branch of the Navy were all below the average for 
By hanging o1 — oe ee a enlisted men of the Army. Against a general average of 0.54 per 1000 
om rag an ° fl as a3n| 3:7) 11 2108 ii | 122 mean strength for the Army for the five years ending with 1916, the rate 
By cutting or for the Navy, for the five years ending with 1915, was only 0.29 per 1000 
1ercin: in- 
Praments...| 3,270] 1.0| 6.4] 2,884, 1.8] 7.3 395 3| 3.3 average complement. 
~ drowning..{ 2,869 5.6 1,845) 1.1 4.7 1,024 7 8.6 The broadening interest of life insurance companies in the suicide 
—" Phigh problem is reflected in the recently published statistics of the Metropol- 
places...... 956 38 1.9 602 4 1.5 354 2 3.0 itan Life Insurance Company, limited, however, to that company’s in- 
By crushing... 433 2 8 366 2 9 67 1 6 ‘ ia 
By other me- dustrial experience. Among four million insured white males the num- 
thods....... 411 a 8 222 1 “6 189 ae 1.6 ber of suicides in 1916 was 620, or 15.3 per 100,000, against 19.6 in 1915. 
51,415} 16.3 | 100.0 39,492} 24.2 | 100.0 11,923} 7.8 | 100.0 Among nearly five million insured white females there were 308 suicides 
in 1916, or 6.3 per 100,000, against 7.5 in 1915. Among males the most 





























On account of the war two additional tables are included, showing, 
respectively, the suicide record of the regular Army of the United States 
from 1902 to 1916, and the suicides in the United States Navy for the 
five years ending with 1915. A distinction is made of officers and privates. 
The returns for the Army are derived from the reports of the Adjutant 
General, and those for the Navy from the annual reports of the Sur- 
geon General. 



































frequent method of suicide was by firearms, or 31 per cent. Among fe- 
males the most common method was poisoning, accounting for about 33 
per cent. The suicide rate among negro males was 8.2 per 100,000 in- 
sured during 1916, and among negro females the rate was 3.4. The 
statistics of the Metropolitan, which accurately reflect the degree of 
suicidal frequency among American wage-earners, are, therefore, in gen- 
eral conformity to the facts disclosed by the preceding analysis of the 
suicide record of 100 American cities. 





National Association Officers Installed 
The officers of the National Association of 
Life Underwriters were installed at the annual 
dinner to the Pittsburgh Life Underwriters As- 
sociation last Thursday. President Priddy out- 


lined the plans of his administration and that 
life insurance agents participate more widely 
in public work, and especially in the activities 
connected with the war. He recommended that 


the local associations hold their annual elec- 
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tions in June, and require that the officers be 
sent as delegates to the national convention, 
together with a campaign of education to in- 
duce Congress to exempt from taxation a rea- 
sonable part of business insurance premiums. 
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ACTUARIAL SOCIETY 


Fall Meeting at Baltimore Proves a 
Success 








E. E. RHODES ON REVENUE ACT 





Other Papers Presented—Side Trips and 
Social Features 


A meeting of the Actuarial Society of America 
as guests of the Maryland Life was held on 
Thursday and Friday, October 25 and 26, in 
Baltimore, and was an especially large meet- 
ing for a fall meeting of the society, there be- 
ing nearly one hundred Fellows and Associates 
present. On Friday, after the formal part of 
the meeting was over, an auto trip to the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis was tendered by the 
hosts. 

A dinner was held on Thursday evening, at 
which Dr. Ames of Johns Hopkins University 
gave a brief speech. 

The principal feature of the meeting was the 
presentation of papers. One of the principal 
ones was that of E. E. Rhodes, vice-president 
and mathematician of the Mutual Benefit Life 
of Newark. Mr. Rhodes discussed ‘“‘The War 
Revenue Act of October 3, 1917, as It Affects 
Life Insurance.”’ In reference to the tax upon 
the net income remaining undistributed six 
months after the end of the year, Mr. Rhodes 
says: 


This tax does not apply to that portion of the 
undistributed net income which is actually in- 
vested and employed in the business or is re- 
tained for employment in the reasonable re- 
quirements of the business, or is invested in 
obligations of the United States issued after 
September 1, 1917. That it is invested in the 
business is easily a matter of proof, and it 
cannot be invested without also being employed. 
That it is needed for the reasonable require- 
ments of the business is shown by the fact 
that the maintenance of a contingency reserve 
is expressly authorized by the laws of several 
States, and that in the absence of all such laws 
all Insurance Commissioners have recognized the 
propriety of its maintenance. Under present 
conditions no contingency reserve which any 
life insurance company may be able to main- 
tain will be in excess of the reasonable require- 
ments of the business. In the first place the 
companies have outstanding many millions of 
insurance issued under policies free of all re- 
strictions regarding military or naval service, 
upon which very heavy losses will be ex- 
perienced in all probability. In the second place, 
the laws of several States require the Insurance 
Commissioners in determining the solvency of 
companies to value securities according to their 
current market values. There has been an 
extraordinary shrinkage in the market values 
and there is no likelihood of a rise in the near 
future. Life insurance companies must protect 
themselves as far as possible against these con- 
ditions. If the Secretary of the Treasury finds 
that any portion of the amount retained is not 
employed in the business or is not reasonably 
required in the business, a tax of fifteen per cent 
is to be assessed thereon. In times like these 
the assets of life insurance companies are es- 
pecially subject to depletion and shrinkage from 
causes entirely beyond the control of the com- 
panies, and it is unthinkable that the Secretary 
of the Treasury would seek to impose the 
penalty named in the act against those com- 
panies which, entirely from motives of self-pre- 
servation, protected themselves as far as pos- 
sible against the dangers to which they are now 
subject. I cannot see wherein it can be said 
that the accumulations of any deferred dividend 
policies are not invested and employed in the 
business. 

Section 82 provides that life insurance pre- 
Miums paid for what is commonly known as 
business insurance shall not be deducted in com- 
puting net income of an individual, corporation, 
joint stock company or association, or in com- 
puting the profits of a partnership for the pur- 
Poses of subdivision (e) of Section 9. In fair- 


THE 


ness, the full proceeds of such policies, when 
paid, should not be returned as income. It is 
presumed that the section is not intended to em- 
brace group insurance, which comes under wel- 
fare work. 


EXCESS PROFITS TAX 


The question of the profits tax called in the 
statute ‘““‘War Excess Profits Tax,’’ although it 
has practically nothing to do with war profits, 
is an important one to life companies having a 
small amount of capital stock, and mutual com- 
panies having no stock, since the question 
arises how words “invested capital’’ will be in- 
terpreted, since in neither case can the “in- 
vested capital’? be determined by the rules ap- 
plicable to ordinary kinds of business. Regard- 
ing this, Mr. Rhodes says: 
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Section 207 provides that the term “invested 
capital’? means the average invested capital for 
the year, averaged monthly, and does not in- 
clude stocks, bonds (other than obligations of 
the United States), or other assets, the income 
from which is not subject to income tax, nor 
money or other property borrowed, and in case 
of an insurance company means subject to the 
above limitation: (1) Actual cash paid in; (2) 
the actual cash value of tangible property paid 
in other than cash; for stock or shares in such 
corporation at the time of such payment (but 
in case such tangible property was paid in prior 
to January 1, 1914, the actual cash value as of 
that date, but in no case to exceed the par value 
of the original stock or shares issued therefor); 
and (38) paid-in or earned surplus and undivided 
profits used or employed in the business, ex- 
clusive of undivided profits earned during the 
taxable year. In the case of a foreign company 
“invested capital’? means that proportion of the 
entire invested capital which the net income 
from sources within the United States bears to 
the entire net income. This definition does not 
fit the business of life insurance. 

The Supreme Court of the United States has 
held that insurance is not commerce. Insurance 
companies are not engaged either in buying or 
selling. Their sole business is that of making 
insurances. Wars yield them no profits; on the 
contrary, they disturb the laws of mortality 
upon which their business is based and require 
the companies to pay in full thousands of claims, 
which, if it were not for the incidents of warfare, 
would be deferred many years. For a life in- 
surance company war inevitably entails losses 
and not profits. Even in normal times the idea 
of profit is entirely foreign to life insurance 
on the mutual plan, the sole object of which is, 
by co-operation, to secure insurance at actual 
cost. The facts with regard thereto are very 
fully set forth in a paper dealing with the Act 
of March 3, 1917, which appears in Volume 18, 
Part 1, of the Society’s Transactions. If life 
insurance companies are not to be grossly dis- 
criminated against and required to pay a tax 
which is not implied either by the title or the 
language of the act, a reasonable construction 
must be placed upon Section 207. 


Other papers presented were “Beneficial and 
Relief Associations, Sickness, Accident and 
Death Benefits to Employees and Their De- 
pendents,” by Arthur Hunter; “Observations on 
the Methods and Publications of the United 
States Census Bureau,’ by H. H. Wolfenden; 
“The Effect of Glycosuria and Albuminaria on 
Mortality,” by Dr. Oscar H. Rogers and Arthur 
Hunter; ‘“‘Reinstatement of Policies,’’ by Roy D. 
Murphy; ‘Mortality Graphs,’ by Henry Moir; 
“Disability Benefits,’ by Mervyn Davis. 


American Life, Des Moines, Ia. 

A number of appointments have been an- 
nounced by the American Life of Des Moines. 
J. Y. Bryan, a well-known insurance man of 
Peoria, Ill., has been appointed State agent 
for the company. FE. V. Alburty, who took 
charge of the State of Washington last May, 
has established his office in the Joshua Green 
Building, Seattle. Mr. Alburty and his agents 
produced $75,000 of business for the company 
in September. He is adding constantly to his 
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producing force, and Washington will soon lead 
many other States in volume of business. Syl- 
van L. Olson, at one time a member of the 
Board of Control in North Dakota, has taken 
charge of the State of Montana for the Ameri- 
can Life. Mr. Olson was for many years in the 
banking business and has had considerable life 
insurance experience and is well qualified for 
the work he has undertaken. He will make his 
headquarters at Billings. 

The new policy contracts put into the field 
August 1 by the American Life placed this com- 
pany in the front rank of up-to-date insurance 
organizations. The business of the company 
for the year will exceed the business of 1916 
by a million or more. 


Niagara Life Appointments 

The Niagara Life of Buffalo, N. Y., is branch- 
ing out into more territory and is preparing 
to enlarge its business activities. With this 
in view it has made the following appointments: 
R. C. Ellis, general agent at New York. Mr. 
Ellis was formerly district manager of the 
Germania Life at Lawrence, Kan. T. R. Telford 
will represent the company at Buffalo as travel- 
ing supervisor of the lapsed policy department. 
He was formerly marager of the A=tna Life 
at Elmira, N. Y. Samuel Curtis, formerly with 
The Prudential at Buffalo, will represent the 
company at Buffalo. Chester F. Thayer, who 
began his life insurance experience with the 
John Hancock, has been appointed at Newburgh, 
N. Y. At Niagara Falls the company announces 
the appointment of John M. McCarthy, who was 
formerly a general insurance broker. Frank F. 
Hess will represent the company at Massena, 
N. Y., while Anthony J. Gingras, formerly a 
merchant, has been appointed at Gouverneur, 
N. Y. At Utica the company has appointed 
Joseph Gragetta, who hails from the Metro- 
politan Life. Other appointments are: C. T. 
Jrove and H. A. Little, both for Buffalo. Mr. 
Grove was formerly connected with the Connec- 
ticut General Life. 


Missouri State Life’s Record 

In the nine months and twenty-four days end- 
ing October 24, the Missouri State Life of St. 
Louis showed a total of $52,196,884 of written 
business, which exceeds the entire amount writ- 
ten during the twelve months of 1916. Presi- 
dent Hoyt says that he is looking for a most 
favorable November and December, as condi- 
tions in the Western and Southern States, from 
which the company draws most of its  busi- 
ness, never were in a more prosperous condi- 
tion than at this time. The company is mak- 
ing a great many new agency appointments in 
preparation for a big drive for business during 
1918. 


Western Life of Des Moines 

The Western Life of Des Moines reports more 
new business issued up to date for 1917 than 
for the entire year of 1916. The company now 
has six millions in force in Iowa and expects 
to close the year 1917 with about $7,000,000 in 
force. Renewal premiums show a good gain 
over corresponding period of 1916, and excep- 
tionally low lapse ratio for the year is reported. 
Fourteen Western Life agents have written in 
excess of $100,000 since January 1. 


Union Central Life of Cincinnati 
The employees of the Union Central Life of 
Cincinnati did yeoman work during the cam- 
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paign for Liberty Bonds. They were organized 
into twenty teams, each named after one of the 
company’s employees who is now serving in 
either the land or sea forces of the Government. 

They held a meeting last Thursday afternoon 
in the company’s library, and it was found that 
they had together secured $292,750 in subscrip- 
tions to the Liberty Loan Bonds. This was not 
included in the company’s second subscription 
and which amounted to $1,250,000. 


James E. Kavanagh in Government Service 


James E. Kavanagh, fourth vice-president 
of the Metropolitan Life, has been selected by 
Frank A. Vanderlip to take charge of the or- 
ganization of the division of field operation of 
the War Saving Certificates plan, by which these 
certificates in the amount of two billions of 
dollars are to be placed in the hands of the 
people of the United States, under the direction 
of the Treasury Department. 

In an announcement about the new honors for 
Mr. Kavanagh, Vice-President Haley Fiske of 
the Metropolitan made the following statement 
to the field force: 


A great honor has come to the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company and to Fourth Vice- 
President Kavanagh by an appointment made on 
the 18th inst. Mr. Vanderlip, the president of 
the National City Bank, has been drafted by the 
Government and attached to the Treasury De- 
partment. One of his activities is to be the 
placing of War Saving Certificates among the 
people of the country in the amount of two 
billions of dollars. One of the conditions of 
placing these certificates is that no one person 
shall hold more than $1000 of them. They are 
to be issued in denominations as low as five 
dollars, and substantially the plan is to issue 
them at $4.12, the price to increase thereafter 
by one cent a month, to be redeemed at ma- 
turity—the first of January, 1923—at five dollars. 
A stamp system is to be adopted in the method 
of placing them. In order to promote saving 
and investment among people who have not 
often even four dollars to invest, stamps are to 
be sold in amounts as low as twenty-five cents, 
to be converted into five-dollar certificates when 
the cost thereof is saved. The work of placing 
these certificates is to be divided into three di- 
visions, and at the head of the division of field 
operations—that is, the actual placing of the 
certificates—Mr. Vanderlip has appointed James 
E. Kavanagh, fourth vice-president of the Me- 
tropolitan Life, as the organizing head. This 
selection was made after going over a consider- 
able list. Mr. Kavanagh enters upon his duties 
immediately and will have a residence in Wash- 
ington. The organization of the country for 
work like this is a stupendous undertaking, but 
Metropolitan men know that Mr. Kavanagh is 
the man for the job. Mr. Kavanagh will en- 
deavor to keep in touch with the group insur- 
ance business of the company, although it will, 
of course, be impossible for him to spend much 
time at that work until he is relieved by the 
Government. The company loans Mr. Kavanagh 
to the Government, knowing that it is making 
a great sacrifice, but feeling that it is thereby 
doing one more bit for the saving to the world 
of Democracy. 


Bourne’s Handy Assurance Manual, 1917 

This work, which is published annually, has 
for many years maintained a high reputation 
as an authority on the statistics of British life 
insurance companies. Annual statements for 
the past five years are shown in comparative 
form, while there is also presented a variety 
of miscellaneous information of interest and 
value to life insurance men in the United 
States. Among the tables are those present- 
ing the funds, new business, premiums and 
expenses for five years; “Expense Ratios of 
Life Offices”; “Interest, Claims and Surren- 
ders of Life Offices”; “Valuation Returns”; 
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“Average Annual Bonuses”; “Premium Rates 
for Various Classes of Policies”; a “Capital 
and Share List,” etc. Bourne’s Handy As- 
surance Manual, 1917, sells at $1.00 per copy, 
bound in limp cloth. Address all orders to 
The Spectator Company, New York. 


Association of Life Insurance Presidents 


Invitations to the annual meeting have been 
issued by the Association of Life Insurance 
Presidents. The convention will be held at the 
Hotel Astor, New York, on Thursday and Fri- 
day, December 6 and 7. “The Opportunities 
and Responsibilities of Life Insurance in After- 
War Problems of the Nation” will be the theme 
of this year’s meeting. In an announcement ac- 
companying the invitations, the association 
says: 


The programme, as it is being developed, con- 
templates a consideration of the ways in which 
the trust funds of policyholders have con- 
tributed to national development in the past 
through investments in railroad securities, 
farm mortgages, city real estate mortgages, 
public utilities, municipal and government 
bonds, etc., and how those funds are at present 
supporting the nation in the conduct of the war; 
but principally a forward look into the manner 
of their use in meeting after-war conditions. 

War insurance and war taxation will be dis- 
cussed in connection with other topics affect- 
ing the insurance side of our business, as dif- 
ferentiated from its investment activities. This 
section of the programme will also include a 
forecast of after-war problems of the agency 
department. 

The horrors of our world war have been in part 
mitigated by a remarkable series of discoveries 
and developments in military medical, surgical 
and sanitary science with which we are some- 
what familiar. The application of these new 
methods to peace conditions and their influence 
on the preservation of national man power will 
be considered with particular reference to the 
mortality problem of life insurance companies. 


Emory H. English, president of the National 
Convention of Insurance Commissioners, will be 
one of the speakers. 


Continental Assurance to Increase Capital 

The Continental Assurance of Chicago will 
shortly increase its capital from $100,000 to 
$200,000, in order to meet the legal requirements 
of some of the States in which it is doing busi- 
ness. The laws of a number of States require 
that life companies issuing contracts contain- 
ing a disability clause must have not less than 
$200,000 capital. 


R. M. Messick in New Place 


R. M. Messick has resigned as Deputy Com- 
missioner of Insurance in Montana and has 
been made vice-president and general manager 
of the Western Mutual Life of Aberdeen, S. D. 
Mr. Messick will assume his new duties at 
Aberdeen’ on December 1. This company has 
been in business twelve years and operates on 
the legal reserve plan. Mr. Messick will in- 
augurate an active and constructive policy, with 
the view of building up a substantial company. 
He has had fourteen years’ experience in life in- 
surance work, having been at various times a 
solicitor, organizer and manager. 

Dr. J. M. Emery of Des Moines has been named 
as actuary of the company and he is now work- 
ing on a new line of policies. 


Life Insurance Awakening 
[To the Editor of THE SPECTATOR] 


I have read your article under the caption of 
“Life Insurance Awakening,’’ with interest. 

I think there cannot be any doubt that during 
the years of your existence you have done much 
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to forward the interests of the life insurance 
companies, which, I think, may be fairly claimed 
to be one of the most helpful financial organi- 
zations of the present day—if not the best. It 
has certainly done much to relieve distress that 
without life insurance would certainly have 
taken place. 

Offering my congratulations to you in your 
work, I remain, 

Yours very truly 


I. K. MACDONALD, 
President, Confederation Life Association. 


Toronto, Oct. 20, 1917. 


Life Notes 


—Tue Spectator is the paper in the insurance 
world.—S, W. Spitzbarth, Memphis, Tenn. 


—The Southern Life of Greenville subscribed 
$100,000 to the second issue of Liberty Bonds. 


—T. R. Durham, who has been assistant cashier of 
the Chattanooga Savings Bank, has been made vice- 
president and comptroller of the Volunteer State Life. 


—George E. Bulkley has been elected a director and 
vice-president of the Connecticut General Life of 
Hartford to fill a vacancy caused by the death of P. 
H. Woodward. 


—R. M. Malpas, who resigned recently as vice 
president and superintendent of agencies of the West- 
ern Union Life, has been appointed agency manager 
for the Indiana National Life. 


—As a contribution to the success of the patriotic 
rally day designated by President Wilson, the Trav- 
elers Insurance Company (on October 24) increased 
its Liberty Loan subscription by $500,000, making a 
total of $2,000,000 taken by the company. 

—The Kansas City Life of Kansas City has paid 
its first war claim. The policy was held by Lieutenant 
William T, Fitzsimmons of the Medical Officers’ Re- 
serve Corps, and was for $5500. Dr, Fitzsimmons 
was killed in August. 

—Dr. W. D. Edwards, at one time president of the 
Northwestern National wife of Minneapolis and or- 
ganizer of the Conservative Life of Los Angeles, died 
on October 17 at the age of sixty-two. He left the in- 
surance business in 1902. 


—The Guarantee Fund Life of Omaha has adopted 
a new scale of premium rates and has issued new 
forms of contract on all forms. The new rates per 
$1000 for ordinary life at various ages are as follows: 
25, $12.73; 30, $14.48; 35, $16.66; 40, $19.66; 45, 
$23.76; 50, $29.41; 55, $37.23. 

—An experienced general agent who is at the head 
of an organization writing about $2,000,000 of new 
business a year is desirous of making a change where 
his sixteen years’ experience will be rewarded by an 
appointment to a place of greater responsibility. For 
details of this offer consult the advertising pages of 
this issue. 


—Miles M, Dawson, who is widely known in in- 
surance circles as a consulting actuary, is one of the 
principals in a new firm which has just been formed 
for the general practice of law. The firm is styled 
Dawson, Ameli & Dawson. The other members are 
Howard W. Ameli and Richard Blaine Dawson. 
Offices have been opened at 141 Broadway, New 
York. 


—It is reported that W. F. Skillman, a Dallas 
banker, has been tendered the position of Commis- 
sioner of Insurance and Banking of Texas, which 
office is now held by Chas. O, Austin. As far as can 
be ascertained, Commissioner Austin has not as yet 
tendered his resignation to Governor Hobby. It is, 
however, currently reported that there will be a 
change in that Department during the early part of 
November. 

—The Gary National Life of Gary, Ind., has sub- 
scribed $10,000 to the second issue of Liberty Bonds. 
A liberal subscription was made to the first issue also. 
This company expects to begin writing policies by 
January 2. Rate books and applications are now 
being printed. At a meeting of the directors recently 
Wilbur Wynant was elected president; George H. Man- 
love, vice-president; H. W. Tallcott, secretary; Edgar 
A. Ridgely, treasurer. 
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NEW YORKERS MEET 





State Federation’s Annual Session at 
Albany Last Week 





E. M. GRIFFITHS ELECTED PRESIDENT 





Summary of Address by Walter G. Cowles— 
Business; Transacted—Other Notes 


Those who attended the annual meeting of 
the Insurance Federation of New York at the 
Hotel Ten Eyck, Albany, on Friday, October 26, 
are convinced that a wider field of influence will 
be intensively cultivated during the present 
year. The newly-elected president, Edgar M. 
Griffiths of Albany, in his speech of acceptance 
called attention to the badge of the Federation, 
which bears the inscription ‘“‘Minute Men,” and 
pointed out that as there are thirty thousand 
brokers and agents in the State, representing 
all lines of insurance, the Federation member- 
ship of less than ten per cent of that number 
was entirely too small. He hoped that the 
county chairmen would devote their energies to 
a thorough organization of their territory and 
that every county in the State would be en- 
rolled before the next annual meeting. Mr. 
Griffiths emphasized the fact that the Federa- 
tion was not a lobby and urged that every mem- 
ber see that the representatives in both Houses 
of the Legislature be fully informed as to the 
merits or demerits of proposed insurance legis- 
lation so as to avoid the enactment of any per- 
nicious measures. 

Mr. Griffiths is head of the well-known Ten 
Eyck and Lansing Insurance Agency of Albany, 
N. Y., which has been in existence for over 
forty years. He is president of the Rotary Club 
of Albany and is connected with numerous city 
and State organizations, in all of which he 
takes a prominent and active part. It is gen- 
erally admitted that a wise selection was made 
by the nominating committee and that an ex- 
tremely active year for the Federation move- 
ment in New York is in prospect. 

A stirring address by Walter G. Cowles, vice- 
president of the Travelers Insurance Company 
of Hartford, was the outstanding feature of the 
meeting. He dealt with State funds and the 
manner in which the Federations of the coun- 
try could work to repel the insidious propa- 
ganda which is going on for State insurance. 
The speaker began by referring to the threat- 
ening situation which confronts the country not 
only by reason of the war, but through the in- 
sidious enemy within cur borders. 

It is a time for real organization for defense 
against attempted encroachment on personal 
rights. There was no intention, he said, to 
oppose legitimate supervision; the policyholder 
knows little concerning insurance and in prac- 
tically every branch it is conducted largely on 
faith. There is, however, a difference between 
supervision and management, between protec- 
tion and destruction, and supervision should not 
aspire to supplant management. In some 
quarters annihilation of individual conduct of 
insurance had been spoken of, but the argu- 
ments came from specious or false tongues. In 
dealing with the question of State funds, and 
“especially that of New York, he stated that they 
were sensitive organizations, which attacked 
the stock companies unfairly and dishonestly 
and would not acknowledge their replies. 
Quoting from a statement of the New York 
State Fund regarding a catastrophe reserve 
which was reported as surplus he said that such 
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a reserve was no more a surplus than was the 
claim reserve. There was no intention to show 
that the fund was insolvent as a bookkeeping 
proposition; but it was plain that the surplus 
was insufficient, as it scarcely served to cover 
ordinary asset fluctuation. It had been sought 
to discredit the stock companies, but there 
were no particulars specified by the State Fund, 
and if they would make such _ specifications 
prompt answer would be made. The State fund 
is not a body corporate, nor a body politic, it 
does not provide complete protection, nor com- 
plete coverage, and the whole idea is un-Amer- 
ican and undemocratic. As to the claim that 
because workmen’s compensation was com- 
pulsory and therefore made a necessity and 
virtually a tax which the insurance companies 
should not collect, the speaker urged that by 
that form of reasoning every dealer in a neces- 
sity of life was a tax collector and that the 
State would have to take over the business of 
such dealers. 

In conclusion, Mr. Cowles urged that the 
agents give thought to the insidious attempts 
being made to put the State into the insurance 
business and keep closely in touch with local 
conditions. He felt that this was an inoppor- 
tune time to make such attacks on individual 
initiative. The business created by the agents 
and the companies was to be treasured as a 
heritage for the young men who have responded 
to the call of their country in these days of 
national peril, and those people who attacked 
it were unjust to their country and false to their 
God. 

The business session of the meeting was con- 
ducted by G. T. Amsden of Rochester, president, 
and reports on the work of the year were given 
by Secretary Buell P. Mills, Executive Secre- 
tary Stanley G. Otis, Treasurer Newton E. 
Sturgis, and chairman John A. Eckert of the 
executive committee. The reports indicated 
that the organization had had a most success- 
ful year, increasing its membership, creating 
increased interest of the public and insurance 
men in the Federation movement, while, at the 
same time, improving its financial condition and 
developing the organization work in all of the 
principal counties. The constitution of the 
Federation was amended in certain particulars, 
its object being made to agree with that of the 
National Council of Insurance Federations, and 
an increase was made in the number of direc- 
tors and members of the executive committee. 
Major Turgeon, member of the executive com- 
mittee of the National Council, and State dele- 
gate, presented a report of its recent meeting at 
St. Louis, with special reference to the part to 
be played by certain companies in conducting 
a publicity campaign on behalf of the objects 
of the Federation. A new departure was the 
creation of a ways and means committee, the 
members to be appointed by the president. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 
President, Edgar M. Griffiths, Albany, N. Y.; 
first vice-president, Geo. A. Scott, Waverly, 
N. Y.; second vice-president, Wilfrid C. Potter, 
New York, N. Y.; third vice-president, G. T. 
Amsden, Rochester, N. Y.; secretary, Buell P. 
Mills, Rochester, N. Y.; treasurer, N. E. Tur- 
geon, Buffalo, N. Y.; executive secretary, Stan- 
ley L. Otis. 

The directors elected are: Richard L. Wood, 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Ernest Townsend, LeRoy, N. Y.; 
C. W. Cool, Glens Falls, N. Y.; Frank P. 
Tucker, Albany, N. Y.; W. B. Blackman, New 
Rochelle, N. Y.; Louis A. Cerf, New York, N. Y.; 
C. Stewart Cavanagh, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Chas. A. 
Porth, Albany, N. Y.; A. J. Bromley, Utica, N. 
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Y.; Julian Lucas, Jr., New York, N. Y.; James 
A. Garrett, New York, N. Y.; Edward Griffith, 
New York, N. Y. 

The new executive committee consists of: 
A. C. Hegeman, New York, chairman; John A. 
Eckert, New York; Chas. A. Porth, Albany; 
Edward Griffith, New York; Wm. H. Hecox, 
Binghamton; Richard L. Wood, Buffalo; Frank 
P. Tucker, Albany. 

Addresses were made by First Vice-President 
George A. Scott, who suggested another meet- 
ing of the county chairmen just prior to the 
opening of the legislative session, and General 
Secretary Mark T. McKee of the National Coun- 
cil. Mr. McKee pointed out some of the dangers 
which threaten the insurance business at this 
time and laid special emphasis on the activities 
of the Farmers Non-Political League in the 
West. He also stated that the Federation idea 
was spreading in Canada and that a similar 
movement had been inaugurated in England. 


Casualty Actuaries in Session 

The annual meeting of the central statistical 
committee of the National Workmens Compen- 
sation Service Bureau was held at the Hotel 
Astor on Tuesday. The meeting was in the 
nature of a convention, and reports were made 
by chairmen of the sub-committees on compen- 
sation statistical plan, calls for experience, au- 
tomobile statistical plan and general liability 
statistical plan. 

Consideration was given to the requirements 
of New York schedule Z, and the uniform 
schedules Z and W. At the afternoon session, 
addresses were made by A. W. Whitney on 
“The Value of Statistical Method;’’ Royal S. 
Melker, “‘The Work of the Federal Bureau of 
Statistics;’’ Mr. Meltzer, “The Need for the 
Correct. Classification of Exposure and Losses;”’ 
Prof. W. C. Mitchell of Columbia University, 
“The Social Importance of Statistics;” G. F. 
Michelbacher, ‘‘The Theory of Experience Rat- 
ing;’’ Frederick L. Hoffman, ‘‘The Statistical 
plans of the National Safety Council.”’ 

An invitation was extended by the Casualty 
Actuarial and Statistical Society to the mem- 
bers to attend the society’s meetings at the same 
hotel on Wednesday and Thursday. At this 
meeting the following papers were scheduled: 

I. M. Rubinow, consulting actuary, New York; 
J. H. Woodward, actuary, State Industrial Com- 
mission, New York; G. F. Michelbacher, actuary, 
National Workmens Compensation Service 
Bureau, New York; Arne Fisher, Prudential In- 
surance Company, Newark, N. J.; E. W. Kopf, 


assistant statistician, Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company, 1 Madison Avenue, New York. 








Guardian Casualty and Guaranty 
The Guardian Casualty and Guaranty of Salt 
Lake has arranged with the California and Utah 
Insurance Departments to go into voluntary 
liquidation. The company will reinsure most 
of its outstanding business and will cancel the 
remainder. Negotiations for reinsurance are 
now pending. It is expected that creditors and 

claimants will be paid dollar for dollar. 


Federal Casualty of Detroit 

“Business Is Good” appears to be the slogan 
literally adopted by the field men of the Federal 
Casualty Company of Detroit, as they report 
an increase of fifteen per cent in October over 
the months of August and September. A drive 
is being made with the “‘Liberty” policy, a new 
form recently introduced by the company, a 
form paying full indemnity for all sickness the 
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first month regardless of confinement, has a 
$50 illness expense indemnity in event of natural 
death, arbitration clause, grace period for pre- 
mium payment and several other unusual fea- 
tures. Collections show an appreciable increase 
regardless of the company’s being hit pretty 
hard by the draft, new business coming in such 
quantity as to more than overcome this loss. 


Travelers’ New York Headquarters 


The Travelers has leased the four-story build- 
ing adjoining its present offices at 76 William 
Street. This extra room will be used for the 
compensation, liability and indemnity branches 
and will enable the company to give brokers the 
very best possible service. The company al- 
ready occupies four stories in the Bishop Build- 
ing and the removal of the compensation and 
liability department will give the life and acci- 
dent departments an opportunity to expand. 
Partitions have been cut through and the old 
quarters and the new now have become prac- 
tically one. 


Casualty Notes 


—S. C. Wheeler has been made vice-president of the 
bonding department of the American Guaranty of 
Columbus, Ohio. 

—The Bankers Accident of Des Moines, Ia., has 
been licensed in Illinois, and has begun the appoint- 
ment of agents in the principal towns. 

—The Western Casualty Company of Chicago, 
which is owned by the Armour packing interests, has 
applied for admission to New York, under the insur- 
ance law. 

—The California Bankers Association is organizing 
the California Bankers Insurance Association, Ltd., on 
the inter-insurance plan, to write the bank burglary 
and fidelity business of its members. 

—Theodore Cocheu, Jr., comptroller of the Ameri- 
can Surety Company of New York, died from pneu- 
monia on Friday, October 19, after an illness of only 
two days. Mr. Cocheu was also vice-president of the 
American Audit Company of New York. 

—J. V. Walters, who has been with the Fidelity 
and Deposit of Baltimore as an underwriter in the 
accident and health department, has resigned as of 
November 1 to join the New York ofhice of the Trav- 
elers of Hartford in a similar position. 

—Devine Hoff has been named as assistant to E. O. 
Wagoner, superintendent of agencies in the Chicago 
branch office of the A=tna companies, succeeding J. 
\W. McCrary, who goes to Quincy, Ill., to become 
identified with the agency of Baskert, Miller & Castle. 


—The Republic Casualty of Pittsburg has reinsured 
its industrial health and accident business in the 
Provident Life and Accident of Chattanooga. H. R. 
Oliver is manager of the Provident Life and Accident 
at Chattanooga, and he will have charge of this busi- 
ness at Philadelphia. 

—E. H. Morrill, who has been connected with the 
Chicago branch office of the AZtna Life, AStna Cas- 
ualty and Surety and Automobile of Hartford, will, 
after November 1, be in charge of the brokerage de- 
partment of the local office of the AStna companies, 
and will be associated with Secretary John S. Turn. 

—The Second Industrial Safety Congress of New 
York State will be held in Syracuse on Monday, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, December 3, 4, 5 and 
6, 1917. Headquarters and the safety exhibit will be 
at Hotel Onontago, and sessions of the congress will 
be in First Baptist Church, where they were held last 
year. 

—John J. Arnold, vice-president of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Chicago, who lost both feet in a rail- 
road accident on Thursday night, carried a very large 
amount of accident insurance. As reported to one of 
the interested companies, his insurance was as fol- 


lows: Fidelity and Casualty, $22,000; Standard Acci- 
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dent, $30,000; Pacific Mutual Life, $15,000; Travelers, 
$5000, and Western Travelers Accident, $5000. 

—The Fidelity and Deposit of Baltimore inaugu- 
rated an interesting plan to stimulate the purchase of 
Liberty Bonds by its agents when it announced that 
it would accept Liberty Bonds in settlement of agents’ 
balances. A similar course has been followed by 
other companies, including the Niagara Fire Insurance 
Company of New York. 


—Governor W. P. Hobby of Texas has appointed 
former State Senator James R. Wiley of St. Joe, 
Montague county, to the position of chairman of the 
Texas Industrial Accident Board, this being the board 
which administers the employers’ liability act. He 
fills the place of T. H. McGregor of Austin, whose 
term of office expired on September 1. 


FIRE INSURANCE 


NEW YORK SURVEYS 


The Printing Strike—Owing to a strike 
among press feeders, THE SpecTATOR has had 
to work under abnormal difficulties in getting 
this issue to its readers, whose patience is 
solicited, in view of the fact that the staff has 
done the best it could under the trying cir- 
cumstances. It is hoped that before the next 
issue goes to press the labor difficulties will 
be satisfactorily adjusted and that publication 
will proceed without hindrance. 

Insurance Responds to Nation’s Call.— 
The underwriters of this city and country de- 
serve the highest credit mark for their splen- 
did response to the call for the second Liberty 
loan. The generous amounts taken by all 
companies, large and small, represent a patri- 
otic spirit worthy of all praise, and lying 
alongside of the big banking interests of this 
city in liberal support of the cause. We have 
reason to believe that there are many large 
sums really contributed by all classes of com- 
panies hidden under the cover of national 
bank amounts. One office took $100,000 
through a bank, and has never been publicly 
recognized in the list of subscriptions. The 
fire companies have not made any individual 
subscriptions equal to the large amount cred- 
ited to the larger life offices, but quite enough 
to gain for themselves the credit due for pro- 
portionately a big sum according to their total 
assets. All honor to them and to their life 
friends as well for the generous sums repre- 
sented in the published lists. 

Munition Plants and Stocks.—Demand 
for fire insurance upon munition plants and 
stocks in storage awaiting shipment abroad 
is reported as active, but the companies are 
not binding a large amount on each individual 
risk as formerly. Safety first is a motto ap- 
plied to fire risks with the same force as to 
liability policies. 

A Reinsurance Disclosure.—A _ curious 
development of a reinsurance contract lately 
was the discovery that the retiring company, 
through one of its agents, had written a float- 
ing policy for a large amount at a mixed rate, 
which upon analysis turned out to be a decided 
cut-rate below the tariff on the property in- 
sured. As soon as the reinsurance was ef- 
fected the policy was recalled by the agent 
and a return premium paid to the insured. In 
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the interim a new policy at the full tariff had 
been procured to replace the original cut-rate 
policy, and what impressed the interested par- 
ties was that the return premium was paid in 
currency and not by check. The suggestion 
that this plan avoided a record which might 
lead to other unpleasant discoveries rests only 
on suspicion. 

Seeking Reinsurance Rates.—Several com- 
panies in this city have received from the 
Kansas Insurance Department a circular in- 
quiring whether they hold any insurance, di- 
rectly or through reinsurance, upon the prop- 
erty of the National Refining Company located 
in Kansas. The idea prevails that the insur- 
ance has been written at a cut-rate by some 
company not authorized to transact business 
in the State and partially protected by rein- 
surance in regularly admitted companies. 

Table Talk.—A couple of fire insurance 
officials met at the Down Town Club for lunch 
on Monday, and began chaffing each other 
upon the absorbing interest in the Liberty loan 
last week interfering with regular business 
in their offices. One of them said it saved 
the companies from the excitement of a pend- 
ing municipal election contest and the uncer- 
tainty of the fate of Fire Commissioner Ad- 
amson. The other remarked that it also had 
stilled the preparation of essays and discus- 
sion upon the dangers of shingle roofs in 
country towns and cities! 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


Dean Schedule Course——The Chicago 
Board of Fire Underwriters will begin its 
course of study on the Dean schedule of fire 
insurance rating on November 5. The classes 
will meet in the rooms of the Chicago Board. 


Meetings at Peoria.—The quarterly meet- 
ings of the Illinois State Board and the IIli- 
nois Field Club were held in Peoria last week. 
Separate sessions were held in the morning 
and a joint session in the afternoon. Ques- 
tions of co-operation were considered, and it 
was the concensus of opinion that excellent 
results had already been secured from the 
closer relations between the two organizations. 

A Large Liberty Loan Subscription.—The 
firm of Fred S. James & Co. of this city has 
subscribed $100,000 to the new Liberty loan, 
a part of which will be allotted to the em- 
ployees of the office, who will be allowed to 
pay in monthly instalments. 

Fire Insurance Club Meeting.—FE. J. 
Cooley, formerly superintendent of the Chi- 
cago schools, addressed the Fire Insurance 
Club of Chicago at its meeting of October 23, 
his subject being “Japan.” 

Grand Guards Appointed.—Gus M. Wise, 
Most Loyal Grand Gander of the Blue Goose, 
has appointed grand guards for the ensuing 
year as follows: Charles J. Richman. Indiana 


Pond; Milo B. Merik, Illinois Pond; George. 


W. Holton, Iowa Pond; W. C. Lyle, Nebraska 
Pond; Earle W. Thomas, Mississippi Valley 
Pond; George W. Snyder, Kentucky Pond. 
F. C. McDiarmid Will Return to Chicago. 
—F. Charles McDiarmid, formerly with the 
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London and Lancashire in the automobile de- 
partment in Chicago, but now superintendent 
of the automobile department of the home 
office of the American Central at St. Louis, 
will return on November 30 to take charge 
of the automobile department of the Western 
office of the Pennsylvania Fire at Chicago. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 

Agents’ Association Meeting.—The Mas- 
sachusetts Association of Insurance Agents 
held its annual meeting at Springfield, Thurs- 
day aftenoon and evening. Officers for the 
ensuing year were elected as follows: Presi- 
dent, N. A. Brainard, Springfield; vice-presi- 
dents, Charles F. Wilson, Fitchburg; W. S. 
Shaw, Brockton; Fred E. Warner, Salem; 
F. J. Babson, Salem; W. J. Hickey, Fall 
River; W. P. McPherson, Worcester, and 
W. C. Moulton, Pittsfield. F. A. Norton of 
Salem was elected secretary and treasurer. 
The executive committee was elected as fol- 
lows: Alfred Davenport, Boston; Ward A. 
Smith, North Brookfield; Robert S. Sisson, 
Lynn; Frank W. Brogan, C. S. Ashley, Jr., 
New Bedford; A. G. Magra, Holyoke; A 
Mack, Lawrence, and Frank N. Rand, Haver- 
hill. Resolutions were adopted against jumbo 
lines and in favor of co-operation with the 
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National Government, along the lines of con- 
servation, through the Council of National 
Defense. 


George A. Eastman to Retire——George 
A. Eastman, one of the veterans of the street, 
will retire on January 1 next from Eastman 
& Fenton, Boston managers for the Liverpool 
and London and Globe. Mr. Eastman has 
been in the insurance business for fifty-three 
years, and for nearly forty-six years in con- 
tinuous service with the Liverpool and Lon- 
don and Globe. 


Stamping Rules Adopted.—As was gener- 
ally anticipated, the New England Insurance 
Exchange has adopted stamping arrangements 
and rules in conformity with those adopted 
by the Boston Board. Members of the Ex- 
change subscribed about $50,000 to the second 
Liberty loan. 


Says Louisiana Bureau is Autocratic 

The Globe and Rutgers Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of New York has resigned its membership 
in the Louisiana Fire Prevention Bureau, giv- 
ing among other things as its reason the com- 
pany’s belief that the organization is run along 
lines that are ‘‘autocratic and un-American.” 
The basis for this opinion is in the fact that 
the constitution of the association does not pro- 
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vide for rotation in office or on committees. 
The Globe and Rutgers feels that so long as 
the constitution does not give an equal chance 
for all members to direct the work of the or- 
ganization the company cannot and will not 
support it. As expressed by a representative 
of the company: “The Globe and Rutgers feels 
that it does enough business in Louisiana to 
warrant some recognition in the handling of its 
own affairs in that State. So far we do not feel 
that we have had a fair chance at representa- 
tion on the association’s committees.’’ 


Westchester Fire's Capital Increase 

The stockholders of the Westchester Fire In- 
surance Company at a special meeting held on 
Thursday, October 25, approved the action of 
the directors in authorizing the increase in the 
capital stock of the company from $500,000 to 
$1,000,000. The new stock will be sold share 
for share to the present stockholders at a pre- 
mium of 100 per cent. In other words, the 
holders of the present stock, which has a par 
value of $10, will pay $20 per share for the new 
stock. The sale of this new stock will bring 
$1,000,000, of which $509,000 will go into capital 
and $500,000 will be added to the present sur- 
plus. 


Employees Take Large Block of Bonds 

The New York office of Fred S. James & Co. 
gave liberal support to the Liberty Loan in 
individual subscriptions, in which the company 
is carrying the bonds for its employees until 
paid for. The total subscriptions in this office 
amounted to nearly $20,000. Besides this finan- 
cial support to the Government in the prosecu- 
tion of the war the company has contributed 
six men to the fighting units and has hung a 
service flag containing six stars. 


Automobile Conference Committees 

A joint session of the executive committee of 
the National Underwriters Conference and of 
the membership of the Western Automobile Un- 
derwriters Conference was held Friday in Chi- 
cago. Fred J. Sauter, president of the Western 
Conference, was in the chair. The various prob- 
lems of special interest in the Western field 
were: presented to the Eastern delegates and 
discussed at length. It is believed, as a result, 
that better conditions will prevail hereafter, 
that the excess commission evil will be reduced, 
and that further additions to the membership 
may be expected. 

The annual meeting of the National Automo- 
bile Underwriters Conference will be held in 
New York city, November 22 to 24. It is prob- 
able that numerous changes will be made in 
policy forms and clauses, and especially in the 
theft coverage. The sentiment generally favors 
having the assured bear a portion of the loss, 
the preference being for 50 per cent co-insur- 
ance in case of total loss. It is also probable 
that spare tires on the back of the car will be 
excluded in the theft form, as rugs and other 
removable articles now are. 

It is understood that the companies which 
wrote schedule policies for the automobile 
financing corporations, which attained such 
popularity a few months ago and did a big busi- 
ness in the way of handling cars sold on the in- 
stalment plan, have had an unfortunate ex- 
perience. This was due to the fact that the 
form practically covered embezzlement as well 
as theft, and the insurance companies were 
forced to pay for cars sold on the instalment 
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Plan whose owners got tired of paying and dis- 
posed of them, reporting them as stolen. The 
attorney general of Illinois has ruled that fire 
insurance companies cannot issue this form of 
coverage, unless their charter specially pro- 
vides for it, and many of the financing com- 
panies are now protecting the embezzlement 
feature with a surety bond. 


Continental’s Publicity Campaign 

An interesting series of booklets and leaflets 
has been issued by the Continental, Fidelity- 
Phenix and American Eagle fire insurance com- 
panies. The subject matter contained in them 
is directly concerned with current public prob- 
lems and topics of general interest which have 
an appeal to everyone, and only small space is 
devoted to the advertising of the companies. 
The first of this series was a reprint of the 
leading American patriotic songs. Then came 
a treatise on Success, which is full of inspira- 
tions. Other booklets deal with such problems 
as food preparedness, giving data about the 
high cost of living and valuable information as 
to food values; the High Cost of Living and 
the Low Cost of Fire Insurance; Taxation. 

The latest bulletin, which is going to agents 
the latter part of this week, is an illustrated 
booklet giving full descriptions of all the 
modern warfare weapons. A brief history of 
each is given. 

The campaign is designed to boost American 
patronage of American industry and business. 


Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees 

The seventeenth annual edition of ‘Fire In- 
surance Laws, Taxes and Fees’’ has just been 
published by The Spectator Company. It has 
been carefully revised, following the adjourn- 
ment of the fotry-eight State and Territorial 
legislatures which were in session this year. 

A very useful new feature is introduced in 
the 1917 edition of this valuable book, namely, 
a “Calendar,’’ which is presented following the 
other data concerning the laws in each of the 
respective States, and which shows, in chrono- 
logical order, the dates upon which the princi- 
pal legal requirements should receive attention 
during the year. 

Another improvement this year is the sep- 
aration of matter relating to ‘Reciprocal In- 
surance” under a separate title, instead of be- 
ing included under the title of ‘‘Lloyds,”’ as 
heretofore. 

Numerous new laws, new amendments to old 
laws, and new codifications of the laws of vari- 
ous States, together with largely increased cost 
of materials and labor, have this year subjected 
the publishers to much more work and expense 
than usual in connection with this book. How- 
ever, although the new features and the great 
number of alterations in the laws make ‘Fire 
Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees’”’ more valuable 
this year than ever, the price remains the 
same, $5 per copy. 

This serviceable reference book embraces in 
quickly available form synopses of and quota- 
tions from the statutes concerning about forty 
topics of general interest to fire underwriters, 
the matter relating to each State being brought 
together and the subjects alphabetically ar- 
ranged. 

The subjects covered include: Adjusters’ Li- 
censes; Agents’ Licenses; Annual Statements; 
Anti-Coinsurance; Anti-Compact; Anti-Dis- 
crimination; Calendar; Capital Required; Com- 
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missions Required to Be Paid to Residents; 
County Taxes and Fees; Deposits; Domestic 
Companies; Examinations; Fees; Fire Depart- 
ment Tax; Fire Marshal; Foreign Companies’ 
Home Office Statements; Impairment; Invest- 
ments Prescribed; Licensed Brokers; Limit on 
a Single Risk; Lloyds; Municipal Taxes and 
Fees; Mutual Companies; Preliminary Docu- 
ments; Publication; Rate Schedules to Be 
Filed; Reciprocal Insurance; Reciprocal Law; 
Reinsurance in Unauthorized Companies Pro- 
hibited; Reinsurance Reserve; Resident 
Agents; Semi-Annual Statements; Standard 
Policy; Taxes; Tax Statements; Valued Policy. 

The book contains 528 pages, is substantially 
bound, and sells at $5 per copy, postpaid. 

Company managers, general and_ special 
agents, accountants, etc., should be provided 
with copies of this most useful reference work, 
which is in itself almost equivalent to a large 
law library. Orders will be promptly filled by 
The Spectator Company, New York. 


Fire Notes 


—Charles Cremer, secretary of the German Fire of 
Peoria, died last week. 

—Until November 15 the Niagara Fire of New York 
will accept second Liberty Loan bonds in payment of 
premiums. 

—The Eastern Company of Warehouses, Insurance 
and Transport of Goods, Etc., Ltd., of Russia, has 
applied for admission to New York State. 

—The American of Newark has stopped writing 
automobile insurance in Missouri because of unsatis- 
factory experience with the theft and other hazards. 

—E. J. Heavener has been appointed State agent 
for the American of Newark in Oklahoma, succeeding 
Fred C. Haupt, who has purchased an interest in a 
local agency at Tulsa. 

—The Germania Fire has appointed E, S. Behrens 
of Los Angeles State agent for automobile lines in 
California. Mr. Behrens is also State agent of the 
Continental Casualty of Chicago. 

—The United States branch of the Phenix of Lon- 
don has subscribed $200,000 to the second issue of 
Liberty Bonds. The Imperial Assurance of New 
York subscribed $100,000 to the bonds. 


—The loss on the Kansas City stock yards has 
been adjusted at a little over $200,000 on the general 
form insurance of $1,000,000, covering buildings and 
pens. The loss on the cattle is not yet closed. 

—The Liberty Assurance Corporation, being or- 
ganized to write fire insurance at San Francisco, has 
elected as president John C. Lynch, real estate and 
insurance broker, and as vice-president C. J. Stovel. 

—William A. Hebert has been appointed general 
agent for the Springfield Fire and Marine, with head- 
quarters at the home office in Springfield. Charles 
C. Wright succeeds Mr. Hebert as special agent in 
Pennsylvania. 

—The Idaho Home Fire has been incorporated at 
Boise, Idaho, with $100,000 capital. James Christian- 
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son, who is identified with the Idaho Casualty and 
Surety, which was recently incorporated, is one of 
the organizers. 

—The Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of 
Belton, Tex., has filed in the Department of Insurance 
and Banking an amendment to its charter, changing 
its name to the Texas State Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company of Belton. 

—The United States Automobile Insurance Ex- 
change of Kansas City began business in March, 1917. 
E. E. Peake is attorney-in-fact. The concern writes 
insurance on the inter-insurance plan for dealers in 
cars and accessories. 


—The Pennsylvania Fire has consolidated its Boston 
office with that of the North British and Mercantile. 
Edward C, Brush, with F. H. Stevens, will represent 
both companies after January 1, under the name of 
Stevens, Brush & Co. 

—Insurance Commissioner McMaster of South 
Carolina has announced that he will not be a candi- 
date for re-election, having become city editor for the 
Columbia State. He was a newspaper man before 
becoming Insurance Commissioner. ° 

——Service flags with seventy stars, representing the 
number of staff employees who have entered either 
army or navy service, have been unfurled by the 
Evans companies, the Continental, Fidelity-Phenix and 
American Eagle, at their various offices. 

—Governor Manning of South Carolina has ap- 
pointed the following as members of the new insur- 
ance commission: B. Hart Moss, lawyer, Orangeburg; 
T. B. Stackhouse, cotton warehouse, Columbia, S. C.; 
A. F. McKissick, cotton manufacturer, Greenwood, 
S.C. 

—Francis Blossom, the son of George W. Blossom 
ot Fred S. James & Co., who has been in the Ameri- 
can ambulance service in France, driving an ambu- 
lance presented by Fred S. James & Co., has returned 
to the United States in order to enlist in more active 
service, 

—To the second Liberty Loan $440,000 has been sub- 
scribed by the following Norwegian companies: Nor- 
wegian Assurance Union, Ltd., Norwegian Globe In- 
surance Company, Ltd., and the Norske Lloyd Insur- 
ance Company, Ltd. This group of companies also 
subscribed a large amount to the first Liberty Loan. 

—The Pioneer Fire of America, organized at Chi- 
cago, expects to begin business this fall. It will spe- 
cialize on preferred risks and will plant its agencies 
largely among real estate men and secretaries of 
building and loan associations. The officers are: 
President, P. Czaja; vice-president and general man- 
ager, J. B. Justus; secretary, J. S. Palt; treasurer, J. 
B, Brenza. 

—The Texas State Mutual Fire of Belton, Tex., re- 
cently held a convention of its agents, at the home 
office. Manager Sam D. Ware delivered several in- 
structive lectures, and numerous topics of interest 
were generally discussed. The proceedings termi- 
nated with a banquet given by the Chamber of Com- 
merce at the Belton Hotel, at which Judge M. B. 
Blair made a fine address of welcome, and Dr. J. M. 
Frazier acted as toastmaster. Other speakers in- 
cluded S. Hundley of Waco, Dr. W. M. W. Splawn of 
Baylor College, Manager S. D. Ware, H. T. Cochran 
and A. C. Bauer. 
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GENERAL AGENTS 


95 WILLIAM STREET 


United States Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Richmond Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Potomac Ins. Co., Washington, D.C. 
National Lumber Ins. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 


F. M. GUND, Mgr. Western Dept. 
Freeport, Illinois 
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NEW YORK CITY 


The North River Ins. Co., N.Y. 

Union Fire Ins. Co. Buffalo, N. Y. 

Seneca Fire Ins. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 
United States Underwriters’ Policy, N. Y. 


W. W. ALVERSON, Mgr. Pacific Coast Dept. 


San Francisco, California 








